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Summary of L egislation: This bill makes numerous changes to the child protection system, including the
following: (1) Providesthat achild alleged to be a child in need of services (CHINS) may not be removed
from the child's home except under certain specific circumstances. (2)The bill provides that other family
members must first be considered for placement if achild isremoved from the child's home. (3)It provides
that achild alleged to bea CHINS or delinquent child may not be removed from the child's homeif the only
evidence in the case is an anonymous report. (4) This bill requires the Division of Family and Children to
destroy within six months all records of an unsubstantiated child abuse or neglect report.

(5) Thishill providesthat a proceeding to terminate a parent-child relationship must be open to the public
upon request of the child's parent, guardian, or custodian. (6)The bill provides that the rules of evidence
apply to detention, dispositional, and placement review hearings. (7) It requiresthe court to advise achild's
parent, guardian, or custodian that alternativereportsmay be prepared by them for consideration by the court
in CHINS and delinquency proceedings.

(8) Thishill providesthat achild'sfamily isnot required to reimbursethe state or other provider for expenses
relating to supervised visitation. (9) The bill requires certain juvenile court determinations to be made by a
preponderance of the evidence. (10) It repeals a rebuttable presumption, created upon the introduction of
certain evidence, that achild isachild in need of services. It makes certain other changes.

Effective Date: July 1, 1999.

Explanation of State Expenditures: Provision 8 of this bill which provides that a child’s family is not
required to reimburse the state or other provider for expenses relating to supervised visitation will have a
fiscal impact. It is estimated that 3,093 children will require supervised visitation on an annual basis. It is
also estimated the number of hours of supervised visitation over a 12 month period is 96 hours. The cost of
afamily case manager, who supervisesthe visitation, is$17.30 per hour. Based on thisinformation the total
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cost of supervised visitation annualy is $5,136,854 ( 3,093 children x 96 hours x $17.30). The federal
government reimburses the state for 25% of this cost or $1,284,214. The state share of supervised visitation
is75% or $3,852,640. It isunknown how much the stateis currently being reimbursed by the child’ sfamily.
Thefiscal impact of thisprovision would betheloss of reimbursement for supervised visitation that the state
is currently receiving from the child’ s family.

Explanation of State Revenues:

Explanation of Local Expenditures:

Explanation of Local Revenues:

State Agencies Affected: Family and Social Services Administration.

Local Agencies Affected:

Information Sources: Kathy Graham, Family and Social Services Administration, 232-4423.
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